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“The Comfort of One Decree”      Text – Romans 8:28-30  CoD Head 1 Art. 8     OT Reading – Psalm 27

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
· In our NIV Bibles, you will find the word ‘election’ mentioned three times.  
· You will find the word ‘elect’ mentioned 11 times.  
· And you will find the words ‘chose’ or ‘choose’ or ‘chosen’ used over 20 times in relation to God and man’s salvation.  
So, you really are ignoring a whole lot of Scripture if you completely reject any concept of God choosing in relation to salvation.  
Often God’s people are described as ‘the elect,’ or His ‘chosen ones.’  
Ephesians 1:4 is perhaps the clearest verse in the Bible on this matter when it says of believers, “For [God] chose us in [Jesus] before the creation of the world.”  
So, as I said, for a Christian to completely reject any concept at all of God choosing or electing ignores the plain reading of plenty of Scripture.
And yet, having said that, let me also say, quite categorically, that to be a Christian means to believe that Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth to die on the cross for your sins.  You do not have to agree with the Reformed doctrine of election to be a Christian.  

We have spent three Sundays, recently, looking at Acts 15 where we have seen the danger of adding anything to the gospel.  

Men like Philip Melancthon, Luther’s right-hand man, C.S. Lewis, John Wesley, and the evangelist, Billy Graham, all disagree with the doctrine of election as it is set down in our confessions.  Their study of Scripture led them to a different understanding of how God saves.

Our task and our desire as we consider this doctrine is not to condemn others or to pat ourselves on the back for being so clever as to believe this when others do not.  That would be the sin of pride.  
Our task and our desire is to examine the Bible and to be convinced by what it says and to respond, appropriately, sincerely, and adoringly. 

And we must do so with the same humility that George Whitfield had in relation to this doctrine.

George Whitefield, you see, was one of the two great leaders of the evangelical revival of the 1700’s, along with John Wesley.  However, while Whitefield held to predestination, Wesley did not.  And they disagreed with each other’s views, strongly and publicly.  
So one day, one of Whitfield’s followers, who was clearly very unimpressed with Wesley’s position, said to Whitfield, “Do you think we shall see John Wesley in heaven?”  And Whitefield replied, "I fear not.”  But just as the man began to smile smugly, Whitfield continued, “for he will be so near the eternal throne and we at such a distance, we shall hardly get sight of him."
Well, as I said a moment ago, for a Christian to completely reject any concept at all of God choosing or electing really does ignore the plain reading of plenty of Scripture.  Generally then, the question for most believers is not whether or not God elects but what that means.  Most Christians hold to a doctrine of election.  Where there is disagreement is why and who and how God elects.  

So, our privilege for the next couple of Sundays will be to look at some key Scripture passages on this matter of election.
As we have seen, however, Christians generally begin with the whole matter of salvation from one of two starting points: God is sovereign or God is love.  
Now, this is not to suggest that the two are mutually exclusive.  If you begin with the sovereignty of God, you are not saying that God is not loving.  
And those who begin with a God of love would hate to be thought of as not believing in a sovereign God.  
Ultimately though, when it comes to down to the crunch on the particular issues of salvation, one either inclines toward a biblical starting point of sovereignty or love.  
So, if your starting point is a God of love; if that is the ultimate reference point that every other question must measure up against, how do you fit election and love together?  If God is a God of election, as the Bible plainly reveals, how does that fit with the love of God?  
And it boils down to this question: Could a loving God choose certain people to go to hell?  
You see, the doctrine of election that you find in the confessions, which we say are a faithful summary of what the Bible teaches, state exactly that: God chooses only some for eternal life.  The rest cannot be saved and will go to hell.  They are reprobate – appointed unto eternal damnation.
And for many Christians, this doctrine is repulsive.  They hate it with a passion.  They believe such a doctrine to be utterly incompatible with the God of love that the Bible portrays. 

Pointing to Bible verses like John 3:16, they say, ‘Look!  There is a God who “so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
They cry out in frustration at us, ‘God is a God of love who loves the world and who gives everyone the opportunity to believe.  He has not appointed some to hell for then John 3:16 is stripped of its meaning!’
And then they turn to a Bible verse like 2 Peter 3:9, which says this of God, “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”  
And again, they cry out, ‘Is this not clear enough for you?  This God, who does not want anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance, cannot be a God who appoints some to eternal damnation.’

And so, when they come to those passages of the Bible that speak about an electing God, what they feel compelled to reject, because of passages such as those I just mentioned, is any notion of God choosing some to heaven and some to hell.  
Instead, their study of God’s Word leads them to understand election in the way it is described in your bulletins.  So please look again at the chart I have included for you there.  This really is the simplest way for us to get our heads around this.
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1. GENERAL ELECTION

God elects a new condition for salvation, namely, faith, instead of works of the
law. This decree is general (or indefinite) because God leaves it open for all men
to fulfil this condition without choosing any of them.

2. PARTICULAR ELECTION
God elects people. This decree
is particular (or definite)
because God actually chooses
particular or specific people.

2A. Non-Decisive Election

i) to faith or ii) to salvation

These are elected on the basis of foreseen
faith and godliness. This election is non-
decisive because they who believe and are
saved later abandon this faith and lose their
salvation.

2B. Decisive Election to salvation

These are elected on the basis of foreseen
perseverance in faith and godliness. This
election is decisive because they who believe
and are saved persevere in their faith and
salvation.





So, we start at the top with general election.  

Before the Fall, eternal life depended on works.  

So long as Adam did not eat from that tree in the Garden, he was OK.  

But then came the Fall.  And then this whole matter of election comes into play.  

Now, bear in mind, we are not talking here about God having one plan that Adam mucked up and so God had to come up with a new plan, His election plan, after Adam’s sin.  No, we are talking about God’s salvation plan before the creation of the world.  

Our Brothers and Sisters who disagree with us on the who, how, and why of election are in agreement with us on the when of election.  We both see that when Ephesians 1:4 says that “[God] chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world,” it means before the creation of the world!  
So, we are talking about God’s eternal plan.  
In eternity then, because God sees the future, He knows Adam will choose to sin.  And so, as you see at the top of the chart, God chose the new condition for salvation, faith.  It would no longer be by works but by faith.  

Being God, He could have chosen anything, but He chose faith.  Salvation shall be by faith.  

Now, no illustration is perfect, but perhaps this one helps.  
Boys and girls, perhaps you remember a time when you went somewhere with Dad, like a sports event, for example, and to get in, Dad had to show some ID, like a credit card.  
Well, time has passed and another sports event comes up and you turn up at the gate and Dad pulls out the credit card, but the security guard says, “Sorry, I need to see photo ID.”  
You see, sometime before the game, someone decided that whereas any ID was OK in the past, now you need photo ID.  
So, hopefully, Dad has photo ID on him, like a driver’s license.  Otherwise, you will not be allowed in!
Well, before the creation of the world, God chose faith as the new ID that gets people into heaven.

But note, also, that this is not yet a choice in relation to people.  It is a choice in relation to a thing, faith.  God elects faith as the instrument whereby man might be saved.

So then we come to election and people. And as you can see, we move now to what is called particular election.  
Now congregation, I know we are dealing here with pretty fine distinctions in relation to doctrine.  But the Christian life is built on theology.  What you do and what you think and what you say flows out of what you believe.  
If I could convince you right now that a helicopter was to crash through this roof in 2 minutes, that would affect you.  You would behave in response to what you know to be true.  You would jump up and run outside and tell everyone you met on the way to get out.  Right?  
Well, significant implications flow out of this doctrine.  Love for Jesus Christ, first and foremost, but also the assurance of salvation, your view of the church, the salvation of babies who die, motivation for evangelism, prayer, all these things and others are intimately tied up with this doctrine.  
So it is worth our while to take our time with this doctrine.  

A few minutes more, then, on explanation before we open God’s word.
· Now, the starting point of our Arminian brothers and sisters is a God of love.  
· In addition, because of verses such as those we mentioned earlier; God does not want anyone to perish, and whoever believes shall be saved, they are also convinced that God does not appoint some unto hell.    
· They are also convinced, and in this we are in agreement, that the Bible does not teach universal salvation – that all will be saved.  Some will go to hell.
· They see and agree that the Bible clearly talks about election and predestination.  
So, for our Arminian friends, in order to fit the God of love and the God of election together, the solution lies in understanding election in relation to people in this way:
Firstly, there is an election unto faith.  God looks through history and sees all of those who will choose to profess faith in Christ.   These then become those He elects unto faith.
And here you see how they understand God’s foreknowledge.  

It is not a knowledge before the creation of the world that causes man to believe.  It is a knowledge of man freely choosing to believe that becomes the basis for God choosing him before the creation of the world.  And we will return to consider this understanding of foreknowledge next time.  
But this election to faith is not a decisive election that unbreakably links those persons with eternal life, because they may, later, turn away from Christ and lose salvation.  It is an election only unto faith.
But secondly, there is also an election unto salvation.

Just as God can look through history and see who will profess faith, so He can also look through history and see who will persevere in faith right to the end.
These, then, He elects unto salvation.

So, according to this understanding, election in the Bible can be God’s choosing of faith as the instrument of salvation, God’s choosing of some to come to faith, or God’s choosing some to salvation; three parts or kinds of election.
And I trust that you can see that what is decisive in terms of election and people is not God but man.  
· Election is not unto but because of.  

· Election does not lead to faith and secure salvation, election recognizes the choice to believe and to persevere.
· The names that God has written into the Book of Life are there only because God saw ahead of time that they would choose to believe and persevere.  

· Thus, the God of love cannot be accused of choosing only some to salvation.  

Now, what I am about to say is not intended in any way to be patronizing or facetious.  I mean it sincerely.  The view of election that I have just described sounds appealing and lofty.  
As one commentator says, “The spectre of an all-powerful God making choices for us, and perhaps even against us, makes us scream … The very word predestination has an ominous ring to it.  It is linked to the despairing notion of fatalism and somehow suggests that within its pale we are reduced to meaningless puppets.  The word conjures up visions of a diabolical deity who plays capricious games with our lives.  We seem to be subjected to the whims of horrible decrees that were fixed in concrete long before we were born.”   
And so, the notion of a loving God who has not decided our eternal destiny for us but who instead offers everyone the chance to be saved has a basic and simple appeal.  It seems to fit better with the notion of fairness.  Do you see what I am saying?
But theology is not about what I think I like or what I think is fair.  Theology is about what the Bible says.  We must read the Bible, see what it says, learn what it means, and embrace its truth.  
You see, that commentator quote that I read out to you a minute ago came from a man who entered seminary absolutely opposed to the doctrine of predestination.  But his motto was this: “You are required to believe, to preach, and to teach what the Bible says is true, not what you want the Bible to say is true.”  
And over the next four years, he came to see, at first begrudgingly, but later wholeheartedly, that the Bible teaches a God who is sovereign in terms of election.  
He said, “Once I began to see the cogency of the doctrine and its broader implications, my eyes were opened to the graciousness of grace and to the grand comfort of God’s sovereignty.  I began to like the doctrine little by little, until it burst upon my soul that the doctrine revealed the depth and the riches of the mercy of God.  I no longer feared the demons of fatalism or the ugly thought that I was being reduced to a puppet.  Now I rejoiced in a gracious Saviour who alone was immortal, invisible, the only wise God.” And that man’s name was R. C. Sproul.
So, to the Bible we go.  
1. And we have already in this sermon series looked at Deuteronomy 7:6ff where God tells Israel that His choice of them as His special people was not about anything they were or did.  
a. He did not choose them because they would one day be special, He chose them to be special.  The starting point was His choice, not them.  The Jews did not create election, election created the Jews.
2. And we saw the NT parallel of this in Ephesians 1:4.  There the apostle writes, “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless.”

a. Greek could have easily made it very clear if we were chosen as being holy and blameless or because we would be holy and blameless.  But it does not.  It says we were chosen to be holy and blameless.
i. Our holiness does not create God’s electing choice, God’s electing choice creates our holiness.  
3. But now let’s turn to Romans 8:28-30.  And there it says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.  For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.  And those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.”  
a. And for obvious reasons, these verses have been described as the golden chain of salvation.
i. You boys and girls will have seen how a necklace is made up of lots of little chain links.  
A. It is one necklace, but it is made up of little loops that are unbreakably tied together.
ii. Well, salvation is the same as we see here – Foreknowledge leads to predestination, which leads to calling, which leads to justification, which leads to glorification.
b. Now, we will return, next Sunday, to look more closely at the word ‘foreknew,’ which appears at the beginning of this ‘golden chain.’
i. What we will see though is that this word does not have in view God seeing something man will freely choose to do in the future.  It is a foreknowing that creates believers.
c. But our emphasis today is on the divine initiative.

i. The first four chapters of Romans have emphasized the importance of the human response of faith.

A. And congregation, listen to me very carefully: In the midst of all of this talk about election and predestination, we must never lose sight of this one truth.  When someone says, “What must I do to be saved,” the answer is not election!  The answer is repent of your sins, believe in Jesus Christ, choose Jesus Christ, take hold of Jesus, embrace Jesus as your Saviour, and you shall be saved!
1) Is that clear?  The doctrine of election does not minimize the importance of the human response of faith.  But the Bible puts God’s electing choice before faith, not the other way round.

ii. And now, in Romans 8:1, Paul has stated this incredible truth: For the believer, “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  Isn’t that glorious!  Hallelujah!

A. And then with the rest of ch. 8 Paul will slowly unpack what this ‘no condemnation means.
1) And it simply cannot mean that if there is no condemnation for me today, as a believer in Jesus Christ, there might be condemnation tomorrow.

a) That is no assurance of salvation!

i) For me to be certain that I belong to Jesus Christ, my salvation cannot depend on me.  For then I can be at the most hopeful but in reality hopeless.  
A) Because I know how fickle or weak my love for Jesus often is.  And I don’t think I am alone in my fickle faith, am I?
ii) If it depends on me, I have no anchor.
B. Paul’s burden then is to point believers to the anchor of their salvation, God.
1) So, “those God foreknew He also predestined … and those He predestined, He also called; those He called, He also justified; those He justified, He also glorified.”
a) Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, who is busy in these verses?  Who is working?  Who is doing?  It is all God.  It is God from beginning to end with this golden chain of salvation.

i) (Move to the left of pulpit) Foreknowledge and predestination, as we have already seen, occurred before the creation of the world.  

ii) (Stand at pulpit) Calling and justification happen in history when the word is preached and God declares the sinner justified on the basis of faith in Jesus Christ.

iii) (move to the right of pulpit) But when is the believer glorified?

A) When Jesus comes again.  That is when our bodies rise from the graves or those who are still living rise to meet Jesus in the air and our earthly bodies are changed into glorified bodies as 1 Cor. 15 makes plain.
B) But note how this is spoken of here in Romans 8:30.  English captures it a bit but Greek is much plainer.  The words “He also glorified” are in the past tense.
i. Believer, because your God has chosen you in Jesus Christ before the creation of the world, your glorification is certain!  
ii. From the standpoint of God, because He has decreed that it shall take place, it is done!

iii. While you have yet to experience this, God’s decision to glorify those He has justified has already been made; the issue has been settled.

d. And this is why Paul can go on to say at the end of this chapter, where he brings to a triumphant climax his celebration of the ‘no condemnation’ that belongs to every person in Christ, these words, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
4. Now, we will have to come back and look carefully at John 3:16.  We shall have to do the same with 2 Peter 3:9.  Our love and respect for those brothers and sisters who differ with us on this doctrine demands that we do so.  But we will end here tonight.

a. Breaking up election into three parts is inconsistent with the teaching of the Bible.  And while it is done in order to safeguard the love of God it doesn’t answer all of our questions and it strips the believer of his or her assurance of salvation. 

i. The Arminian says to us, “Why pray to God that your neighbour or wife or workmate might come to know Jesus when He has already decided their eternal destiny?”

A. But we say to the Arminian, “Why pray to God that your neighbour or wife or workmate might come to know Jesus when God can do nothing about it?”
ii. The Arminian says, “My view of election is more consistent with the loving God of the Bible.”

A. But we respond, “Why would a God of pure love allow the Fall in the first place?  And why wouldn’t a God of pure love save everyone?”
iii. You see, the fact is, congregation, that God does not give us an answer to every question.  God is certainly powerful enough to save everyone but He has chosen not to.  And He simply does not tell us why.
iv. However, as we have stated previously, that is not the question we need to be busy with.  The real question is why God is inclined to be merciful to anyone.  His mercy is not required, yet He freely gives it to His elect.  
A. He gave it to Jacob in a way He did not give it to Esau.  
B. He gave it to Peter in a way He did not give it to Judas.  
C. And He has given it to you in a way that He has not given it to many millions.
v. And the mercy He shown you arises from His single decree to elect you in Christ Jesus.  And so, from your standpoint, you may be certain of this: If you have repented of your sins and put your trust in Jesus’ work on the cross, it is because you have been chosen and called and justified by your God.  And you will be glorified.

A. This is the golden chain of your salvation.

B. Because your God is sovereign, nothing can separate you from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus your Lord.   Amen.

